data. Students wishing to find out facts on any
particular subject, let it be taxes, wages, prices,
housing, morbidity, or education, will find that the
material presented is so full of gaps, so crude, and so
vague itf its foundations as to be of little help to
them for any serious study on the subject.
In the chapter on " The Good Life " we are told
that the enterprise of the Soviets is like the under-
taking of a great engineering work of uncertain
success. " While the work is in progress any public
expression of doubt, or even of fear that the plan will
not be successful, is an act of disloyalty, and even of
treachery, because of its possible effect on the wills
and on the efforts of the rest of the staff " (p. 1038).
I cannot remember any engineering project from the
Suez Canal to the flight of the Graf Zeppelin or the
draining of the Zuider Zee during which the public
expression of doubt was made a capital offence or
was not, indeed, quite customary. The great feats
of civilization have not been accomplished by
dictatorial efficiency nor have they needed for their
protection that atmosphere of enthusiasm combined
with panic which is supposed to be required for the
creation of the conditions of " The Good Life."
It is deeply regrettable that the authors make it
their task to discover new arguments for the protec-
tion of governments stampeding their peoples into
" The Good Life " against interference from those
who seek the truth. Such sacrifice of the intellect
benefits all dictators equally, and on balance
amounts to an injection of more venom into the
issues of Europe's civil strife.
If such philosophy prevails there is little hope that
the admirable advice, given to both the economists
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